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Request for Proposal (RFP) 
For:  Evaluation of Hello Shenzhen 

Date:  6 December 2016 
 
The British Council in Association With:  
The Shenzhen Foundation for International Exchange and Cooperation 
Shenzhen Open Innovation Lab 

Hello Shenzhen is a bilateral residency exchange programme connecting makers in the UK 
and China, digging deeper into various themes around making such as making and its role in 
innovation and enterprise, sustainable design practices and formal and informal education. It 
is supported by the British Council, The Shenzhen Foundation for International Exchange 
and Cooperation and Shenzhen Open Innovation Lab. 

Hello Shenzhen is the next iteration of Shenzhen Makers@World, the flagship programme of 
The Shenzhen Foundation for International Exchange and Cooperation. It is a continuation 
of the work carried out in this area by programme partners: including the Made in 
China and Living Research reports by British Council, AHRC, SZOIL, and Nesta. 

Hello Shenzhen is developed in partnership with Liz Corbin, Institute of Making, UCL 

Supported by the Arts and Humanities Research Council 

This Request invites a full proposal for an evaluation of the activities in the Hello Shenzhen 
programme until the end of December 2017.   

The sections below provide the information required for a full tender to evaluate the Hello 
Shenzhen programme: providing an overview; introduction and background; scope of 
evaluation; timeline; terms of contract; proposer response; requests for clarification; and, 
proposal evaluation criteria. 

1 Overview of Organising Partners 

1.1 British Council 

The British Council is the United Kingdom’s international organisation for cultural relations 
and educational opportunities.  Its purpose is to promote a friendly knowledge and 
understanding between the people of the UK and people worldwide; making a positive 
contribution to all the countries we work with; and making a lasting difference to the UK's 
security, prosperity and influence.  It seeks to achieve its aims by working in education, 
science, governance, English and the arts.  In 2014-15, its programmes reached a total 
audience of 647 million people worldwide, up by 43 million from the previous year.  The 
British Council also had a total turnover of £973 million, which was 13% higher than the 
previous year.  Its income included a grant-in-aid of £155 million, £637 million from fees and 
income from services such as Engli7sh teaching, exams administration and £164 million 
from contract activity, such as the management of client-funded contracts, and funding from 
a wide range of public and private sector partners.  
 

http://creativeconomy.britishcouncil.org/projects/hello-shenzhen/
http://www.nesta.org.uk/.../made-china-makerspaces-and-search-mass-innovati%E2%80%A6
http://www.nesta.org.uk/.../made-china-makerspaces-and-search-mass-innovati%E2%80%A6
http://creativeconomy.britishcouncil.org/projects/living-research-making-china/
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The British Council was established in 1934 and incorporated by Royal Charter in 1940.  It is 
registered as a charity in England and Wales (charity no. 209131) and Scotland (charity no. 
SCO37733).  It is also an executive non-departmental public body, with the Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office as its sponsoring department. 
 
Its primary charitable objects are set out in the Charter and are stated to be to: 

 Promote cultural relationships and the understanding of different cultures 

between people and peoples of the United Kingdom and other countries; 

 Promote a wider knowledge of the United Kingdom;  

 Develop a wider knowledge of the English language; 

 Encourage cultural, scientific, technological and other educational co-operation 

between the United Kingdom and other countries; and 

 Otherwise promote the advancement of education.  

 
The British Council works in more than 110 countries around the world and employs over 
7000 staff worldwide.  It has its headquarters in the UK, with offices in London, Manchester, 
Belfast, Cardiff and Edinburgh. Further information can be viewed at www.britishcouncil.org.  

1.2 Shenzhen Foundation for International Exchange and Cooperation 

Shenzhen Foundation for International Exchange and Cooperation (SFIEC) was registered 
in Shenzhen in December 2014 with RMB 10 million of initial funds and sponsored by 
Shenzhen government. SFIEC is the only private foundation that is run by the government 
and aims at advancing international exchange and cooperation of Shenzhen which is 
managed by Shenzhen Foreign Affairs Office. 

The Objectives of SFIEC is to include coordinating social resources to improve Shenzhen’s 
international exchange and cooperation, and advancing Shenzhen’s efforts towards a global 
city. Under the principle of “public money for public good”, SFIEC is operated strictly as an 
organization for public welfare. It has both sponsored and participated in sister city exchange 
and cooperation projects, academic research, consulting training, conferences and seminars, 
city promotion events, cultural and sports activities. It also awards teams and individuals in 
recognition of their outstanding contribution to Shenzhen’s international development, 
exchange and cooperation. 

The Chairman of the first council of SFIEC is Mr. Wang Shi, Chairman of Vanke Group. Ma 
Weihua, former President of China Merchants Bank and Lang Lang, Shenzhen Goodwill 
Ambassador and the world-renowned pianist were invited as Honorary Presidents. Having 
adopted international operation and management practices, SFIEC is committed to building 
an international platform where domestic and global resources are shared for mutual 
benefits. It is also dedicated to facilitating people-to-people communication and Shenzhen’s 
international exchange and cooperation. 

SFIEC will fund for international cooperation projects relevant to China’s “Belt and Road” 
initiative and Shenzhen’s internationalization drive, and develop brand projects to facilitate 
people-to-people exchanges, and tell true stories about Shenzhen to the rest of the world. 

 

http://www.britishcouncil.org/
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1.3 Shenzhen Open Innovation Lab 

Shenzhen Open Innovation Lab, established by Maker Collider and SIDA, is a space and a 
platform for worldwide makers to communicate and cooperate. Shenzhen Open Innovation 
Lab is also the first Fab Lab authorized by MIT CBA in Shenzhen as a research and 
development partner of FabLab 2.0. 

Shenzhen Open Innovation Lab embodies four functions including Fab Lab promotion and 
FabLab 2.0 research and develop, innovation and entrepreneur education courses, global 
maker service platform, and supply chain collaboration service. The lab dedicates in 
exploring the issues and developing solutions to connect the massive production ecosystem 
to small hardware startups so as to promote the international standing of Shenzhen in the 
development of digital intelligent hardware and manufacturing and build a future intelligent 
hardware Silicon Valley by combining new open source method and current manufacturing 
system in Shenzhen. 

The contract will be managed by the British Council as per the sample model contract 
in the Annex and terms & conditions as in section 5 below. 

2. Introduction and background 

2.1 Context  

Maker culture is dynamic and growing both in the UK and abroad. Maker communities are 
transforming the creative process - developing innovative products and forming new models 
of social, civic and educational practices. This new and emerging sector is internationally 
focused and digitally connected, but to date, there have been few formal opportunities for 
cross cultural exchange between makers. 

The Hello Shenzhen bilateral exchange programme will build stronger links between UK and 
Chinese making practices, supporting meaningful collaboration and deepening learning 
between the two countries. We believe that forming this connection will inform and develop 
making practices in both countries, inspiring makers to find new ways of working. 

We are inviting UK and Shenzhen organisations to apply to host a maker/s from each other’s 
country in the form of a residency. This is an opportunity to explore an area of interest or 
challenge with the benefit of skills and experience from overseas. It will be a chance to 
create stronger links between the UK and Shenzhen and find out more about their unique 
making ecosystems, as well as sharing best practice with members of the maker 
communities in both countries. 

The residencies will take place in the UK and Shenzhen from 6 March 2017 for up to three 
weeks. 10 makers from Shenzhen will be resident in the UK and approximately 5 makers will 
be resident in Shenzhen. The makers and host organisations will have an opportunity to 
apply for grant funding in spring/summer 2017 to enable the ideas developed in the 
residency to come to life. 

Alongside Hello Shenzhen the British Council are partnering with the Arts and Humanities 
Research Council to support further academic research into the Chinese making 
phenomenon. This call will aim to build on the previous ‘Living Research’ and ‘China’s 
Creative Communities’ projects and deliver a more in-depth and focussed piece of research.   

http://creativeconomy.britishcouncil.org/projects/living-research-making-china/
https://chinascreativecommunities.wordpress.com/2016/04/18/about-the-project/
https://chinascreativecommunities.wordpress.com/2016/04/18/about-the-project/


  
 

4 
RFP for Evaluation Hello Shenzhen programme (only), Deadline for Submission 8 January 

 

 

This further piece of work is not subject to this evaluation; however the researcher will be 
expected to draw on the thinking emerging from this research project. 

For more information please see: 

http://creativeconomy.britishcouncil.org/projects/hello-shenzhen/  

http://creativeconomy.britishcouncil.org/blog/16/09/19/hello-shenzhen-applications-open/  

http://creativeconomy.britishcouncil.org/blog/16/10/12/say-hello-chinas-maker-capital/  

For more information about the selected UK host organisations please see Annex 1 

2.2 Timeline & Programme 

 Week of 12 December 2016: Shenzhen host organisations announced 

 Week of 30 January 2016: UK and Shenzhen makers announced 

 2 March 2017: Welcome event for Shenzhen makers, academics, UK host 

organisations and UK makers 

 3 March 2017: British Council/Maker Assembly global maker event in Edinburgh 

inviting makers and experts from China, South Africa, Nigeria, Turkey, Mexico, 

Ukraine and the UK. 

 6 - 24 March 2017: Residencies in the UK and China 

 27 - 28 March 2017: Outreach events in Shenzhen 

 Spring/Summer 2017: follow on grants announced 

 End of December 2017: follow on activity completed 

3 Scope of Work/Specification/Outputs: Hello Shenzhen 
3.1 Hello Shenzhen: Evaluation Objectives  

Hello Shenzhen has three main areas of activity: 

 The residency programmes in the UK and Shenzhen 

 The follow on grants for further collaborative work 

 Outreach events to disseminate the findings from the programme 

The core objectives of the programme are to: 

 Create sustainable networks of makers between the UK and Shenzhen 

 Highlight examples of best practice in making 

 Raise issues of critical debate around making practices in the UK and China 

 Develop the professional practice of makers that take part in the UK and China 

 Raise the profile of participants and organisations that have taken part 

3.2 The purpose of the evaluation is then to establish for Hello Shenzhen 

 If and how the programme has created sustainable networks of makers between the 

UK and Shenzhen. 

http://creativeconomy.britishcouncil.org/projects/hello-shenzhen/
http://creativeconomy.britishcouncil.org/blog/16/09/19/hello-shenzhen-applications-open/
http://creativeconomy.britishcouncil.org/blog/16/10/12/say-hello-chinas-maker-capital/
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o This includes new professional connections, partnerships and collaborations 

that have been established as a result of Hello Shenzhen and their probability 

of enduring beyond March 2017. 

 If and how the programme has highlighted examples of best practice in making 

 If and how the programme has raised issues of critical debate around making 

practices in the UK and China 

 If and how the programme has developed the professional practice of makers that 

take part in the UK and China 

 If and how the programme has raised the profile of participants and organisations 

that have taken part 

3.4 In addition, the evaluation will assess: 

Stakeholder Experience: 

 What aspects of the programme worked and which didn’t and why, including 
feedback on the collaborative partnership between, and amongst, the UK and 
Chinese organisations producing the programme and residencies, and 
recommendations for the future. 

3.5 Deliverables 

These deliverables should be presented in English language. The British Council will 
arrange for the reports to be translated into Chinese.  

We would like results presented in a highly accessible way including infographics, diagrams, 
tables, charts and/or images where relevant to convey vital information visually. The reports 
should include case studies of both makers and host organisations. 

The key audience for the internal reports will be the project partners: the British Council, the 
Shenzhen Foundation for International Exchange and Cooperation and Shenzhen Innovation 
Lab. 

The key audience for the external report will be: 

 18+ makers from the UK and China, both professional and amateurs 

 Academics studying the roles and impacts of maker culture 

 Cultural institutions interested in understanding and connecting with international 
maker cultures 

The final report and accompanying executive summary must provide endnote references for 
all facts and statistics used, which should be clearly detailed in the report’s bibliography. 
Primary sources must be used wherever possible over secondary sources. For example, the 
researcher should seek to reference a statistic to its original report, not where it is cited 
second-hand by a report or on a website. 

We envisage the following: 

 



  
 

6 
RFP for Evaluation Hello Shenzhen programme (only), Deadline for Submission 8 January 

 

Pre Programme: February 2017 

 an initial baseline survey conducted with host organisations and makers prior to 
embarking on the programme, corresponding to the outlined objectives of the 
programme 

Post residencies: March/April 2017 

 a survey tracking perceptions and attitudes and interpreting changes from the initial 
baseline survey 

 A report outlining (i) the activity and (ii) the initial impact on the host organisations 
and makers corresponding to the outlined objectives (iii) the expected future 
connections/collaborations (iiii) a commentary on the stakeholder experience (iiii) a 
commentary on the outcomes of the programmes and suggestions for future 
developments 

 A presentation summarising the above findings that can be presented to the British 
Council, the Shenzhen Foundation for International Exchange and Cooperation and 
Shenzhen Open Innovation Lab 

Interim legacy report: June/July 2017 

 a survey tracking perceptions and attitudes and interpreting changes from the 
initial baseline survey and the post residency survey  

 A short report outlining  (i) the impact on the host organisations and makers 
corresponding to the outlined objectives (ii) the current/expected future 
connections/collaborations/opportunities that resulted from the programme 

Legacy Report: January 2018 

 a survey tracking perceptions and attitudes and interpreting changes from the 
previous surveys  

 An internal legacy report assessing the extent to which the impacts achieved 
from the Hello Shenzhen programme have been sustained and/or enhanced 
during 2017 and the probability of that impact enduring 

 An executive summary of the legacy report 

 A presentation summarising the key findings of the report 

 A condensed external version of the report summarising key findings/impact 

3.6 Using the Results 

How will we use the evaluation results? 

1. To learn and improve the programme as it develops and to structure similar initiatives 
in the future 

2. To assess whether we have been successful in achieving what we set out to do 
3. To demonstrate to our stakeholders, partners and sponsors of future projects what 

we can do 
4. To communicate the results of our work internally and externally. 
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3.7 Working Arrangements 

How we expect to work with an evaluator. 

We expect to work closely with you to: 

 shape the approach to evaluation 

 plan and agree how you will evaluate the programme generating a detailed 
evaluation brief with agreed methodologies, timelines and deliverables 

 agree precise measures against our outcomes, to prioritise these and set targets. 

We will provide you with the information, access and introductions necessary to do your 
work and understand that you will deliver this independently and without extensive support.  

You will report to Rebecca Shoesmith, Creative Economy Programme Manager, British 
Council 

The Consultant is expected to follow strict adherence to ethical guidelines in research and 
the British Council’s Research Ethics 

4 Timeline: Evaluator Selection Process 

We wish to complete the selection process as swiftly as possible so the selected company 
can start on the first aspect of the work - baseline survey - as soon as possible thereafter. 
The provisional timeline is as below. 

Sunday 8 January 
2017 

Deadline for submission of proposals: 23.59 UK  time 

Week of 9 January 
2017 

Assessment of proposals and shortlisting  

Week of 23 
January 2017 

Interviews with shortlisted companies: result of tender communicated 

Week of 30 
January  2017 

Briefing meeting with successful company agreeing methodology, 
timeline, deliverables, costing, communication protocol  

Week of 30 
January 2017 

Exchange of contract 

5 Conditions and contractual requirements 

The contract awarded will be for a period of 12 months covering the Hello Shenzhen 
residencies (March 2017) and follow on grant activity which we expect to conclude in 
December 2017.  

The appointed supplier will only process personal data accessed in performance of the 
services in accordance with the British Council’s instructions and will not use such data for 
any other purpose. The contracted supplier will undertake to process any personal data on 
the British Council’s behalf in accordance with the relevant provisions of the Data Protection 
Act 1998 and ensure appropriate and legislative consent is acquired where necessary. 

The British Council is committed to equality and to positive action to promote this.  It believes 
that an Equal Opportunities Policy helps to ensure that there is no unjustified discrimination  
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in the recruitment , retention, training and development of staff on the basis of gender 
including transgender, marital status, sexual identity, religion and belief, political opinion, 
race, work pattern, age, disability or HIV/AIDS status, socio-economic background, spent 
convictions, trade union activity or  membership, on the basis of having or not having 
dependents, or any other relevant grounds.  The appointed supplier must agree to operate in 
accordance with these principles while undertaking work at or on behalf of the British Council.   

The British Council is committed to open government and to meeting its legal responsibilities 
under the Freedom of Information Act 2000. Accordingly, all information submitted to a 
public authority may need to be disclosed by the public authority in response to a request 
under the Act.  The British Council may also decide to include certain information in the 
publication scheme, which the British Council maintains under the Act.  

If suppliers consider that any of the information included in their completed documentation is 
commercially sensitive, it should identify it and explain (in broad terms) what harm may 
result from disclosure if a request is received and the time period applicable to that 
sensitivity.  

The suppliers should be aware that even where they have indicated that information is 
commercially sensitive, the British Council might be required to disclose it under the Act if a 
request is received.   

The suppliers should also note that the receipt of any material marked ‘confidential’ or 
equivalent by the British Council should not be taken to mean that the British Council 
accepts any duty of confidence by virtue of that marking. 

All relevant policies that suppliers are expected to adhere to can be found on the British 
Council website – http://www.britishcouncil.org/new/about-us/jobs/folder_jobs/register-as-a-
consultant/policies-for-consultants-and-associates/  The list of policies includes (but it is not 
limited to): 

- Child Protection Policy 
- Code of Conduct 
- Equal Opportunities Policy 
- Health and Safety Policy 
- Global Privacy Policy 
- Environmental Policy   
- Pro-forma invoice and expenses claim 
- Personal Information Charter 
- Social Media Code and Guidelines (if applicable) 
- Data Protection Policy relating to audio-visual consent (DP3 form – if applicable) 

Any submissions must expressly accept the Council’s minimum Terms and Conditions. If 
you have any reservations these must be stated. A copy is attached at the Annex. 

All costs incurred in the preparation of the proposal are the supplier’s responsibility. 

The British Council reserves the right to request reference information. 

The British Council is not obliged to award a contract for these services. 

http://www.britishcouncil.org/new/about-us/jobs/folder_jobs/register-as-a-consultant/policies-for-consultants-and-associates/
http://www.britishcouncil.org/new/about-us/jobs/folder_jobs/register-as-a-consultant/policies-for-consultants-and-associates/
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Payment and Invoicing  

The Council will pay correctly addressed and undisputed invoices within 30 days. 

The essential information on an invoice for the Council is: 

• A description of the services supplied. 
• The Council reference number/Purchase Order number. 
• Addressed to Accounts Payable. 
• The costs including VAT (if applicable) and any other charges 

6 Supplier Response  

As indicated above, you are invited at this stage to: 

 bid for the evaluation of the Hello Shenzhen programme  

To respond to this invite to tender please provide a summary of: 

 Your knowledge of Chinese culture/experience of working with or in a Chinese 
context. Experience of working with Shenzhen would be valued. 

 Proposed evaluation methodology including your approach to respondent sampling 
and how you would present your findings demonstrating clarity and visual impact 

 Experience of comparable evaluations 
 Your team, their credentials, who will do what with what the individual time input will 

be 
 Proposed budget including all fees and expenses up to a maximum of £15,000 

including VAT 
 Any difficulties you foresee and how you might resolve or overcome them. 

Please submit no more than 6 pages and any other material as appendices.   

Please submit your proposal in electronic form by the deadline of 23.59 on Sunday 8 
January 2017 to Emma Boulton, Creative Economy Team Assistant 
emma.boulton@britishcouncil.org 

There is no need to supply an additional hard copy of the proposal. We anticipate interviews 
with shortlisted applicants to take place in person or by conference call as appropriate in 
London during the week beginning 23 January 2017 

Our indicative budget for this evaluation is no more that £15,000 (pounds sterling) inclusive 
of tax (eg vat) and expenses incurred by you in the evaluation exercise. 

Responses to this invite-to-tender are welcome from freelance individuals, from individual 
companies and from specially formed consortia. 

Please note our general terms relating to requests for proposals (RFP): 

 Please ensure that you send your submission in good time to prevent issues with 
technology - late submissions may not be considered. 
 

mailto:emma.boulton@britishcouncil.org
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 Do not submit any additional documentation with your RFP response except where 
specifically requested. 
 

 Where supporting evidence is requested as 'or equivalent' - it is the Tenderers 
responsibility to prove the relevant equivalence. 
 

 Completion and submission of your response does not guarantee award of any 
British Council contract.  

7 Clarification Questions 

Any questions you may have prior to your submission should be addressed via email to 
Rebecca Shoesmith, Creative Economy Programme Manager 
(Rebecca.shoesmith@britishcouncil.org) 

Criteria for Assessing Submissions 

Supplier responses will be assessed using the following criteria and weightings. A score will 
be given for each part of the information submitted that is to be assessed. The qualitative 
aspects of your response will be evaluated entirely on your response submitted.  

Criteria Weighting 

 

1.Fitness for Purpose including Quality 

1.1 Understanding the Brief 

1.2 Track Record: Credibility of Background/Experience 

1.3 Quality of Proposal 

1.4 Understanding of Chinese Culture 

 

 

15% 

10% 

10% 

10% 

 

2.Methodology  and Approach  

2.1 Clear and Creative Approach 

2.2 Robust Methodology Demonstrating Efficiency and Effectiveness 

 

 

 

10% 

10% 

 

 

3.Delivery Time 

1.1 Demonstration of Ability to Deliver on Time 

 

 

10% 

mailto:Rebecca.shoesmith@britishcouncil.org
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4.Costing 

4.1 Value for Money 

 

 

25% 

 

8 Standard Terms and Conditions of contract 

These are provided for your information in an Annex which is supplied as a separate 
document. 

 

[End] 
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Annex 1 

Selected UK host organisations 

Access Space 
 
Access Space is an arts and education charity based in Sheffield city centre. Access Space 
hosts artists in residence, art exhibitions, creative technology workshops and performances 
 
Residency: Consumer culture creates a lot of waste, and built-in obsolescence means many 
products have a limited life. This residency aims to investigate how maker practices may be 
able to encourage the local population to think differently about how they can extend the life 
of things they own. 

Central Research Laboratory 
 
Central Research Laboratory (CRL) is London’s Home of Hardware. An Accelerator and 

Coworking space dedicated to the unique needs of hardware entrepreneurs. It offers well-

equipped workshops, expert design and product development support plus business growth 

Residency: This residency will help our startups to better identify appropriate component 
supplier and manufacturing partners and develop effective business relationships with them. 
Our goal is to better understand the maker culture in Shenzhen so that we can learn from it 
and engage with it. 

FACT (Foundation for Art and Creative Technology)  
 
FACT is the UK's leading media arts centre, based in Liverpool. Offering a unique 
programme of exhibitions, film and participant-led art projects, we use the power of creative 
technology to inspire and enrich lives 
 
Residency: Using rapid prototyping and Internet of things technologies the residency aims 
to produce educational resources based on the game Minecraft. The resident maker will help 
create educational kits that can be used by educators and students to explore STEAM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering, Art and Maths) subjects. 

Impact Hub Westminster 
 
Launched in 2011, Impact Hub Westminster is one of the largest of a global network of 

locally owned collaborative working spaces. Our primary aim is to support organisations with 

positive social and environmental impact at the heart of their missions. Provide flexible 

access to workspace and curate a supportive, collaborative environment for these impact 

makers. Impact Hub Westminster also hosts events and programmes providing a stream of 

learning and networking opportunities for our members. 

Residency: The residency will examine how we can build collaborative links between China 
and the UK to scale social innovation by maker entrepreneurs. The maker will work with our 
ecosystem of entrepreneurs, mentors and partners to examine how we can create links to 
scale impact through the production of robust, sustainable and economic supply chain 
strategies. 

file://UKLON1BMS102/groups$/Arts%20Group/Shared/Creative%20Economy/05%20Regions%20and%20Regional%20Work/10%20East%20Asia%20(not%20China)/08%20China/China%2016-17/Hello%20Shenzhen/AHRC/access-space.org
http://www.centralresearchlaboratory.com/
http://www.fact.co.uk/
file://UKLON1BMS102/groups$/Arts%20Group/Shared/Creative%20Economy/05%20Regions%20and%20Regional%20Work/10%20East%20Asia%20(not%20China)/08%20China/China%2016-17/Hello%20Shenzhen/AHRC/westminster.impacthub.net
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Lighthouse 
 
Lighthouse is a contemporary culture organisation based in Brighton that supports artists, 
designers, and makers through professional development, commissions, residencies, 
exhibitions, and events. For this residency Lighthouse is partnering up with the new Fablab 
at the University of Brighton 

Residency: In a process of learning through making, the residency aims to explore how 
Brighton-based makers can connect to Shenzhen-based ecosystem of suppliers, prototyping 
facilities, methods of manufacture, and distribution; and how community facilities such as 
Lighthouse and the FabLab can integrate with these networks 
 
Machines Room 
 
Machines Room is an open access makerspace and Fab Lab based in East London. We 
particularly support projects and people who align with the Fab City agenda in terms of 
positive social and environmental impact. Our members are designers, artists, architects, 
engineers. On a typical day we will be making tables, chairs, exhibition furniture, lamps, 
architectural models, 3D printed connectors, recycled plastic spoons, automata, coat hooks 
and boats 
 
Residency: The residency will accelerate our progress on the Disrupt Disability project; an 
Open Source, Open Design, global project which offers a new way of understanding the 
needs of disabled people and the opportunities that maker culture allows them. We are 
exploring how we can develop a modular system of interchangeable customizable 
wheelchair parts that will give users maximum choice and control over their wheelchair and 
how this system can enable users to tailor their wheelchair to their body, lifestyle and 
environment 

Makerversity 
 
Makerversity is a pioneering community of emerging maker businesses. Based in Somerset 
House in central London, Makerversity combines co-working and workshop spaces with 
machines and tools for professional makers 

Residency: Developing a shared resource that enables connectivity, collaboration and 
knowledge exchange between Makerversity and a maker-space community in Shenzhen. 
This ‘platform’ will be used as a place for open conversation, peer-to-peer guidance, 
mentorship, and the sharing of resources between the two communities 

 

http://www.lighthouse.org.uk/
file://UKLON1BMS102/groups$/Arts%20Group/Shared/Creative%20Economy/05%20Regions%20and%20Regional%20Work/10%20East%20Asia%20(not%20China)/08%20China/China%2016-17/Hello%20Shenzhen/AHRC/machinesroom.org
disruptdisability.org/disrupt-disability
makerversity.org

